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SERMON. 
From the Evanzelist 


Peaum, txxxiv.—For the Lord 
(fod is a sun and shield; the Lord 
will give grace and glory: no good 
thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly. 


In this psalm David gratefully 
acknowledges the peculiar delight 
and benefit, which he and other 
good men had enjoyed in attending 
the public worship of God in his 
house. He joyfully cries, “ How 
emiable are thy tabernacles, O 
Lord of hosts! My soul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth, for the courts of 
the Lord ; my heartand my flesh 
crieth out for the living God.— 
Blessed are they that dwell in thy 
house: they will be still praising 
thee. They go from strength to 
strength; every one of them in 
Zion appeareth before God.” He 
next encourages himself and all 
who walk uprightly, to pray for ev- 
ery thing which God sees good for 
them, with full confidence, that he 
will hear and answer their prayers. 
“O Lord God of hosts, hear my 
prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob 
Behold, O God our shield, and look 
upon the face of thine anointed.— 
For the Lord God is a sun and 
shield; the Lord will give grace 
and glory : no good thing will he 
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withhold from them that walk up. 

r 
rightly.” Though the promise here 
seems to be general, yet we must 
suppose, that it has a definite me «n- 
ing. [t does not mean, that God 
will bestow « very thing upon the 
upright, which they think is good 
for them, but every thing which Ae 
thinks is good for them. He knows 
what is good for them, far better 
than they know what is good for 
themselves, He means to treat his 
children as a kind and tender- 
hearted parent, and give them ev- 
ery thing which he sees best for 
them, and nothing more. This 
then isthe plain truth which the 
text contains and suggests to our 
present consideration. 

That God promises to bestow 
every thing upon saints which he 
knows will be for their good: | 
shall show, 

I. That God knows every 
thing which is good for saints to 
c nyjoy. 

If. That he promises to bestow 
every thing upon them which he 
knows it is good for them to enjoy 
And, 

lil. That he will fulfil his prom- 
ise 

[. I am to show, that God knows 
every thing which is good for saints 
to enjoy. By this I mean, that he 
knows every thing which shall 
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serve to promote their holiness and 
happiness, both in this life and in 
the life to come. He knows he 
has made them rational and im- 
mortal creatures, and of course he 
knows all their relations, connex- 
ions, and circumstances, ‘through- 
out every period of their existence. 
He knows what temporal and spir- 
itual blessings it is best that they 
should enjoy, to prep re them for 
their future and eternal inherit- 
ance. Heknows their down sit- 
tingsand up risings, he understands 
their thoughts afar off, and is ac- 
quainted with all their ways. He 
keeps his eye and his heart fixed on 
every one of his children, and re- 
gitds them all with impartial ten- 
derness and affection. He knows 
where to place them, what to give 
them, what to deny them, and how 
long to continue them in their 
probationary state. He knows all 
their external circumst nces, and 
internal views, desires, and wants; 
and he knows whether it is best to 


gratify or not gratify their desires, 
to supply or not supply their wants. 
He always knows what to do with 
them, and how to dispose of them, 
in the wisest »nd best manner. I 
pass on to show, 

If. That God promise: to be- 


stow every thing upon saints, 
which he knows it is good for them 
to enjoy. 

The Bible abounds with such 
great and precious promises to the 
children of God. The promi-e in 
the text is the first that occurs.— 
“The Lord God is « sun and 
shield; the Lord will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly.’ Paul having described 
the character and condition of the 
Christians in Rome, asks, ‘‘ What 
shall we say then to these things ? 
If God be for us, who can be 
against us? Ie that spared not his 
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own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things ? Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God’s elect ? It is God that justifi- 
eth: whois he that condemneth ? 
It is Christ that died, yea, rather, 
that is risen agiin, who is ever on 
the right hand of God, who alse 
maketh intercession for us. Who 
shall separate us from the love ;of 
Christ ? Shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword ?— 
Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors, through him 
that loved us. For I am persuad- 
ed, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
To the Corinthians the Apostle 
says, “ Let no man glory in men : 
for all things are yours ; whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things tocome; all are 
yours; and ye are Christ’s; and 
Christ is God’s.” Peter says to 
Christians in general, ‘ Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which, according to 
his abundant mercy, hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope, by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heav- 
en for you, who are kept by the 
power of God, through faith, unto 
salvation. Wherein ye greatly re- 
joice, though now for a season (1 
need be) ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations ; that 
the trial of your faith being much 
more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise, 
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and honour, and glory, at the ap- 
pearance of Jesus Christ; whom 
having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet be- 
lieving, ye rejoice with joy un- 
speakable, and full of glory: re- 
ceiving the end of your faith, even 
the salvation of your souls.” We 
find another still more extensive 
and comprehensive promise of good 
made to every child of God. “ And 
he that sat upon the throne, said, 
Behold, | make all things new.— 
He that overcometh shall inherit 
all things: and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son.’’ Some, per- 
haps, may imagine, that these gen- 
eral and indefinite promises of 
good to the upright, are not perti 

nent to the present subject, and 
may wish to hear whether God has 
not given them more definite and 
particular promises of particular 
and special favors. It is easy to 
satisfy this desire; for we find a 
multitude of particular and special 
promises of special favors to the 
righteous every where in the Bible. 
I will mention a great variety of 
such particuldr promises. Hedr 
what Solomon says upon particular 
promises of good. ‘“‘ My son, forget 
not my law; but let thine heart 
keep my commandments: for length 
of days, atid long life, and peace, 
shall they add unto thee. Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart.— 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths. Hon- 
our the Lord with thy substance, 
and with the first fruits of all thine 
increase; so shall thy barns be 
filled with pleanty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine.— 
The liberal soul shall be made fat; 
and he that watereth shall be wa- 
tered himself. Behold, the right- 
eous shall be recompensed in the 
earth. He that tilleth his land 
shall be satisfied with bread. He 
that hath pity on the poor, lendeth 


Sermon. 


395 


unto the Lord ; and that which he 
hath given will / t him vein, 
He tht giveth unto the poor s!:all 
not lack.” Hear ti lic War 
promises of good that Crist bes 
made to the particular graces and 
virties of his followers. “ Blessed 
are the poor in spirit: for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are they that mourn: for they shall 
be comforted. Blessed are the 
meek : for they shall inherit the 
earth. Blessed are they which dd 
hunger and thirst after righteous- 
for they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful: for tI ey 
shall obtain mercy. Blessed are 
the pure in heart: for they shall 
see God.” Again he says, “ Ask 
and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened anto you: For 
every one that asketh receiveth ;— 
and he that seeketh findeth; and 
to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened. Or what man is there of 
you, whom, if his gon ask bre. d,will 
he give him a stone? Or if he ask 
a fish, will he give him a serpent? 
If ye, then, being evil, know how 
te give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your 
Fathet, which is in heaven, give 
good things to them that ask him ?” 
Again he seys, ‘‘ Whoseever shall 
give to drink unto one of these lit- 
tle ones a cup of cold water only, 
in the name ofa disciple, verily I 
say unto you he shall in no wise 
lose his rew. rd.” The apostle Paul 
says to the Hebrew Christians, 
“ Let your conversation be without 
covetousness; and be content 
with such things as ye have : for he 
hath said, J will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.” And the apostle 
James says, “Ifany of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth toall men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be civen 
him. But let him ask in faith, 
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nothing wavering.”’ This last prom- 
ise made to proyer is just like all 
other promises made to sincere 
prayer. There can be no sincere 
prayer made without faith. But 
faith in what? The, answer is 
plain andeasy: faith in God -that 
he is both able and willing to be- 
stow any thing and every thing up- 
on those that sincerely ask him, 
which he knows to be for their 
good. So the apostle explains the 
prayer of faith. He says, “ With- 
out faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God, 
must believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligent- 
ly seek him.” This is that frith 
that al! Christians at this day ought 
to exercise, when they pray for 
any temporal, or spiritual, or eter- 
nal good. There was a time, when 
particular promises of particular 
favors were made to particular 
Christians, and it was their duty to 
pray with a particular fuith. But 
that time is passed by. This is 
universally acknowledged by those, 
who entert.in a pecu iar sentiment 
upon this subject. Having shown, 
that God knows every thing that is 
good for his people, and that he his 
promised to bestow upon them ev- 
ery thing which he knows is good 
for them, I proceed to show, 

III. That he will fulfil all the 
promises of good which he has 
made to them. 

God is not a man, that he should 
lie ; neither the son of man, that 
he should repent: heth he said, 
and shall he not do it? or hath he 
spoken, and shall he not make it 

ood ? God will never suffer his 
Faithfulness to fail, which he has 
confirmed by an oath, for the con- 
solation of «llthem that put their 
trust in him. ‘It is essential to the 
moral character of God, to be faith- 
ful in fulfilling his promises. But 
a8 this is a point of importance in 
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the present discourse, I will offer 
several considerations in support 
of it. And, 

1. We may be assured that he 
will fulfil every one of his promises 
to his children, because he is per- 
fectly willing to fulfil them. Men 
often fail of fulfilling their promis- 
es. Sometimes they promise with 
reluctance, and donot mean to ful- 
fil their promises when they make 
them, if they ean possibly avoid it. 
Such reluctant promises they gen- 
erally break. But when they freely 
and cheerfully make promises, and 
at the time, really intend to fulfil 
them; yet aflerwards they regret 
the promises they have made, and 
find, or think they find, good 
reasons to break them. How often 
do nations violate their mutual 
promises, leagues, and compacts ? 
How often are men arraigned be- 
fore our courts of justice, for the 
breach of promises ? And how oft- 
en do individuals aecuse one anoth- 
er for neglecting or refusing to ful- 
fil their promises? Unfaithfulness 
in Solomon’s day was so common, 
that it became a proverb, “A 
faithful man, who can find ?”’ But 
there is no possible cause of un- 
faithfulness in God. He never 
makes any promise with reluct- 
ance. He acts freely and inde- 
pendently in every promise he 
makes. He promises because he 
chooses to promise, and therefore 
intends at the time of promising to 
fulfil his promise. He always sees 
good reasons for every promise he 
makes, and consequently can nev- 
er see any good reason to regret his 
promise, or to neglect, or to refuse 
to fulfil it. He always. knows what 
is good for his people, and be is 
always willing to bestow every 
thing upon them, which he knows 
is good for them, and he knows it is 
good for them to make great anc 
precious promises to them. Will 
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he not then punctually and faith- 
fully fulfil his promises to them ? 
When a parent makes a free, vo'- 
untary promise to his child, he in- 
tends to fulfil his promise, unless his 
child forfeits his favour by unduti- 
ful conduct. In such a case, a 
parental promise may fail. Bat 
God has made provision for the 
misconduct of his children, which 
he perfectly foresees. “ If his chil- 
dren forsake his law, and break his 
statutes, then will he visit their 
transgression with a rod; never- 
theless his loving kindness shall 
continue, and his faithfulness sh Il 
not fail ; nor will he alter the thing 
that has gone out of his mouth.— 
As God perfectly knows how his 
children will conduct, and in the 
view of all their conduct, free and 
voluntarily makes great and prec- 
ious promises to them ; so he will 
certainly fulfil them, for there is 
nothing in himself, or in them, to 
prevent him from giving them eve- 
ry good thing that he has promis- 
ed. 

2. God is able, as well as willing, 
to fulfil all his promises to his child- 
ren, and therefore they may confi- 
dently expect to receive all the 
greatand the good things he has 
promised them. The best and 
most faithful men often find them- 
selves unable to fulfil the promises 
they sincerely made and intended 
to fulfil. They sometimes lose 
their property. They sometimes 
lose their health. And they some- 
times meet a premature and unex- 
pected death. These and many 
other causes often render them to- 
tally unable to fulfil their sincere 
promises. We have no right to 
place an absolute and unshaken 
dependence on any of the promises 
of the greatest and best of men.— 
David was fully sensible of this.— 
He cries, “Help, Lord, for the 
godly man ceaseth: for the faith- 
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ful fail from among the children of 
men.”’ Again he says, “ Put not 
your trust in princes, nor in the son 
of man, in whom there is no help. 
His breath goeth forth, he return- 
eth to his earth; im that very day 
his thoughts perish. God is self- 
existent and independent. He 
does do every thing. He rules in 
heaven, and in earth, and in «ll 
places. He hos all things under 
his eye and in his hands, and can 
employ them to fulfil his purposes 
and his promises. He is the Lord 
Jehovah, in whom there is everlast- 
ing strength. He declares, “I am 
the Lord, and there is none else, 
there is no god with me. I make 
peace, and create evil: I the Lord 
do allthese things.”” He demands, 
“Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and 
speakest, O Israel. My way is hid 
from the Lord, and my judgment is 
passed over from my God? Hast 
thou not known? hast thou. not 
heard, that the everlasting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary? He giveth power to the 
faint; and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength.’’— 
Though God has promised great 
things to his people in general, and 
to every individual, yet he is able, 
with infinite ease, to fulfil all his 
promises. HasGod promised to 
give unto his Son the heathen for his 
inheritance, and the utiermost 
parts of the earth for his posses- 
sion? He isableto doit. Has he 
promised to give the kingdom and 
dominion and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven 
to his people 7? He is able to do it. 
Has he promised that be will bring 
all to Christ whom he hath given 
to him? He is able to do it. Has 
he promised to every one in whom 
he has begun a good work, that he 
will carry it on until the day of 
Jesus Christ? He is able to doit. 
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Among all the promises of spiritu- 
al or temporal good to be found in 
the Bible, not one can be tound 
which God is not able to fulfil.— 
Has he promised his Spirit ? He 1s 
able to give it. Has he promised 
to give grace and glory? He is 
able to give it. Has he promised 
to give peace and consolation! He 
is able to give it. Has he promis- 
ed to give wealth or health, or any 
temporal favour? He is able to 
fulfil his promise. And since he 
is able, as well as willing to fulfil all 
his promises, we may confidently 
believe, that be will always fulfil 
every promise according to its 
true intent. Besides, 

3. His own glory requires him 
to fulfil all his promises. He 
knows every thing that is best to 
bestow upon his people, in order 
to make them the most useful and 
happy, through every period of 
their existence. He has created 
them for his glory, and intends to 


employ them in promoting it forev- 


er. Every kind and benevolent 
parent mewas to give to each of his 
children that education, and all 
those peculiar advantages, which 
he thinks will make them the most 
useful and happy, for his own sake 
as wellas theirs. He gives one 
thing to one child, and denies it to 
another, frem the same motive of 
parental kindness and wisdom.— 
Just so the kind Parent of the uni- 
verse treats his children, whom he 
means to make the most useful and 
happy, for his own sake and theirs. 
He gave a short life to Abel, and a 
long life to Methusalah. He gave 
wealth and prosperity to Abraham, 
meekness to Moses, patience to 
Job, strength to Samson, courage 
to David, wisdom to Solomon, zeal 
to Peter, benevolence to John, and 
self-denial to Paul. He always 
has a regard to his own glory, and 
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to the good of his children, in dis- 
pensing all his temporal and spirit 
ual blessings to them. All these, 
he numbered, before he promised 
to bestow them ; and he promised 
to bestow them, because his own 
glory required it ; and Certainly 
his own glory equally requires him 
to fulfil his promises. Ut is just as 
necessary, that the Father of mer- 
cies should give every’ good gift 
and every perfect gift 'o his chil- 
dren, that he has promised to give, 
as it is that he should porsue and 
accomplish all his wise and holy 
designs. Though the gifts he has 
promised are immensely great, im- 
mensely numerous, and immensely 
various, yet his own glory is deep- 
ly concerned in the bestowment of 
them. ‘This has always been a 
powerful and effectual motive to 
move him to bestow every good 
thing which he has promised to be- 
stow. He made many peculiar 
and particular promises to the seed 
of Abraham, before he brought 
them into the land of Canawn, and 
these they knew he punctually ful- 
filled. Hence Joshua appealed to 
them and said, ** Ye know in all 
your hearts and in all your souls, 
that not one thing hath failed of all 
the good things, which the Lord 
your God spake concerning you; 
all are come to pass, and not one 
thing hath failed thereof.’’ Goi 
has ever since fulfilled his promis- 
es to him and his seed, and will 
continue to fulfil bis promises to 
them, as long as the sun and moon 
shall endure. All the perfections 
of God unitedly, lay him under 
moral obligation to fulfil every 
promise he has made to his peo- 
ple. His faithfulness in folfilling 
his promises, can no more fail, than 
his power, wisdom, goodness, ot 
existence can fail. 
[To be concluded. } 
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For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
PRESENT EVILS DEMONSTRATE A 

FUTURE AND ENDLESS PUNISH- 

MENT. 

Mankind naturally desire to be 
happy, both in this life and that 
which is to come. Their eyes and 
ears and hearts are alway- 
to those false teachers, who 
ploy all their art and sophistry to 
persuade them that they sh: all es- 

cape future punishment,: ind enjoy 
complete and endless happiness. 
The apostle Peter found many in 
his day, who manifested a strong 
disposition to embrace the pleasing 
doctrine of such artful deceivers, 
whose character, and conduct, and 
pernicious sentiments, he repro- 
bates in the strongest terms. Hav- 
ing mentioned the true prophets, 
in the last verse of the first chap- 
ter of his second epistle, he pro- 
ceeds, in the ensuing chapter, to 
say, “ But there were fals proph- 
etsamong the people,ev n as there 
shall be false teachers among you ; 
who privily shall bring in damna- 
ble herisies, even denying theLord 
that bought them, and bringing 
upon themselves, swift destruction 
And many shall follow their per- 
uicious ways, by reason of whom 
the way oftruth shall be evil s poken 
” Now to prove that God would 
ciate destroy such deceivers 
and their followers, he ar 
the following conclusive manner : 
“For if God spared not the angels 
that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell, and delivered them unto 
chains of darkness, to be reserved 
unto judgment; and spared not the 
old world, but saved Noah the 
eighth person,‘a preacher of right- 
eousness, bringing the flood upon 
the world of the ungodly; and turn- 
ing the cities ofSodom and Gomor- 
rah into ashes, condemned thein 
with an overthrow,making them an 
ensample unto those that after 


open 


etn- 


gues in 


should live ungodly ;—the Lord 
knoweth how to reserve the unjust 
unto the day of judgment to be pun- 
ished.” This mode of reasoning 
from what God has done to what he 
will do, is plain and obvious to eve- 
ry capacity. Since God h:s actu- 
ally inflicted temporal punishment 
upon impenitent sinners, who can 
help drawing the same inference 
from it, that the apostle has drawn, 
that God willreserve them unto the 
d.y of judgment, and then inflict 
an eternal punishment upon them, 
If we believe the Bible,we must be- 
lieve that God has punished the 
fallen angels ; that he has punished 
the inhabitants ef the old world; 
tht he has punished the men of 
Sodom and Gomorrah; and that he 
has, from age to age, revealed his 
wrth from heaven against the un- 
godliness and unrighteousness of 
men. And if we believe these 
plain, stubborn facts, we must be- 
lieve the apostle’s declaration, that 
they presage the future and eternal 
punishment of the finally impeni- 
tent. Accordingly I propose, in 
the present essay, to illustrate the 
and conclusiveness of the 
apostle’s argument : 

That since God punishes the un- 
godly in this life; he will, if they 
remaip ungodly, punish them eter- 

n illy in the life to come. 

‘lhe force and conclusiveness of 
this argument must appear to all, 
who will attentively and c candidly 
attend to the following observ: 
tions: 

1. God’s punishing sinners in this 
lite shows that they deserve to Le 


lorce 


yunishsd. Sin and guilt are insep- 
| t j 


It is the nature 
of sin to deserve punishment. If 
sin did not deserve punishment,God 
would never punish men for it. It 
is wrong, in the nature of things, 
for God topunish an innocent crea- 
ture, who has done nothing to de- 


arably connected. 
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serve punishment. If sinners were 
not verily guilty in the sight ofGod, 

he would not be displeased with 
them, nor inflict the least pain or 
punishment upon them. as a mark 
of his righteous displeasure. He 
does not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men: Punishment 
is his strange work, which nothing 
can induce him to do, but the guilt 
and ill-desert of sin. So that his 
actually punishing sinners in this 
life affords infallible evidence that 
they deserve to be punished for their 
disaffection and disobedience to 
him. But if they deserve to be 
punished for these sins in this life, 
they will deserve to be punished 
for them in the life to come. For 
punishment has no tendency to re- 
move or even diminish the guilt and 
ill-desert of sin. Does the punish- 
ment inflicted upon the transgres- 
sors of human laws, take away or 
lessen their guilt or ill-desert? Are 
they not as really guilty and ill-de- 
serving after they have been punish- 
ed, as they were before? And does 
the punishment which God inflicts 
upon sinners, have the least tenden- 
cy to remove or diminish their guilt 
and ill-desert? Will any punish- 
meat they receive in this life render 

them less deserving of future and 
eternal punishment ? Has the pun- 
ishment which the fallen angelshave 
endured for nearly six thousand 
years, taken away their guilt, or 
rendered them less deserving of fu- 
ture and eternal punishment ! Has 
the punishment, which the inhab- 
itants of the old world,and the men 
of Sodom or Gomorrah have suffer- 
ed for more than four thousand 
years,destroyed or diminished their 
guilt, or rendered them less deserv- 
ing of the vengeance of eternal fire? 
Did the punishment which God in- 
flicted upon Pharaoh and his sub- 
jects, diminish their guilt,or render 


them less deserving of future and 
eternal misery? We cannot con- 
ceive that punishment in any case 
should remove the desert of punish- 
ment. ‘Those who have once de- 
served punishment, will forever de- 
serve punishment. But we know 
that the ungodly deserve punish- 
ment,becauseGod has actuully pun- 
ished them in this life; which is an 
infallible evidence that they deserve 
to be punished forever, This being 
true, it serves to illustrate the apos- 
tle’s argument. For, if God’s pun- 
ishing sinners in this world rendered 
them less deserving of future pun 
ishment, then his punishing them in 
this world would be an argument 
against his punishing them eternal- 
ly after death. But if his punish- 
ing them in this life demonstrates 
that they deserve to be punished 


forever, then this very desert of eter- 


nal punishment, is a good reason 
why they should expect to be pun- 
ished forever. 

2. God’s actually punishing the 
ungodly in this world, shows that it 
is consistent with his goodness to 
punish them eternally in the world 
tocome. God’s actually punishing 
sinners, demonstrates that it is as 
consistent with his goodness to pun- 
ish them, as with his justice ; for we 
cannot suppose that he ever does an 
act of justice which is not consistent 
with his goodness. God never exer- 
cises one perfection of his nature in 
opposition to another. He never 
exercises his goodness in opposition 
to his justice,and he never exercises 
his justice in opposition to his good- 
ness. God’s actually punishing sin- 
ners, therefore, as fully proves that 
it is consistent with lis goodness 
to punish them, as with his justice. 
If his dooming the rebel angels to 
endless punishment, proves that h 
was just in doing it, it equally 
proves that that act of justice wi 
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consistent with his goodness. If his 
drowning the old world,and burning 
up Sodom and Gomorrah, proves 
that he was just in doing it; it 
equally proves that that act of jus- 
tice was consistent with his good- 
ness. Or if his punishing sinners, 
in any instance, proves that he is 
just in punishing them, it equally 
proves that it is consistent with his 
goodness to punish them. If it be 
consistent with divine justiceto pun- 
ish sinners according to their desert; 
then it is equally consistent with 
divine goodness to pumish them ac- 
cording to their desert. And if it 
be consistent with divine justice to 
punish sinners as long as they de- 
serve to be punished; then it is 
consistent with divine goodness, to 
punish them aslong as they deserve 
to be punished. And if sinners de- 
serve to be punished forever ; then 
it is consistent with both divine jus- 
tice and divine goodness to puoish 
them forever. We have no ground 
to suppose, that it is any more con- 
sistent with the goodness of God, to 
punish sinners as long and as much 
as they deserve to be punished; than 
it is consistent with his justice, to 
punish them as much and as long as 
they deserve to be punishe od. ‘And 
since we know from God’s actually 
punishing sinners in this life,that it 
is consistent with both his justice 
and goodness to punish them,in this 
life, according to their deserts ; we 
may justly and infallible conclude, 
thattit will be equally consistent with 
both his justice and goodness, to 
punish them according to their de- 
serts in the life tocome. It is im- 
possible to see why it should be any 
more inconsistent with the goodness 
of God, to punish sinners according 
to their desert, in another world, 
than in this. Andsince God does 
actually punish sit.ners inthis world, 
because they deserve it, who will 
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presume to say, it is not consistent 
With his goodness to punish them as 
he does punish them? And who that 
acknowledges, that it is consistent 
with his goodness to punish them 
heré, will presume to say, it is in- 
consistent with his goodness to pun- 
ish them hereafter according totheir 
deserts? It is strange, therefore, 
that any who acknowledge the jus- 
tice of God in punishing sinners ac- 
cording to their desert, should pre- 
sume to deny that it is consistent 
with his goodness, to punish them 
according to their desert, either in 
this life, or in that which is to 
come. 

3. God’s agtually punishing sin- 
ners inthis World, shows that he 
may have as good reasons for pun- 
ishing'the ym, in another warld, as in 
this. God does not always punish 
sinners when he sees that they 
deserve to be punished, but only 
when he sees good reasons for 
punishing them. ‘The world of 
the ungodly long deserved to be 
punished before God saw best to 
sweep them from the earth with 
the besom ofdestruction. Pharaoh 
deserved to be destroyed long be- 
fore God de sstroyed him. The 
seven nations of Canaan deserved 
to be cut off, long before God cut 
them off. Indeed, God is not 
obliged, in point of justice, to pun- 
ish sinners at all, in this probation- 
ary state. And he never does 
punish them merely because it is 
just to punish them ; but only when 
he sees good reasons to punish 
them, or some good ends to be an- 
swered by it. In all instances in 
whick God has actually punished 
sinners in this world, we know that 
he has seen good reasons for pun- 
ishing them. Now ifGod hus seen 
good reasons for punishing sinners 
in this world, we may justly con- 
clude that he may see as good and 
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better reasons for punishing them 
in another world. One reason wh 

God punishes sinners in this world, 
is to display his wrath towatds 
them; and another reason is to 
display his mercy towards the sab- 
jects of his grace. And he may 
see both these reasons for punish- 
ing sinners in a future state. So the 
apostle concludes in the 9th of Ro- 
mans. ‘* Witat if God, willing to 
show his wrath and muke his pow- 
er known, endured with much 
long suffering the vessels of wrath, 
titted to destruction: And that he 
might make known the riches of 
his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto 
glory? The apostle Whee has par- 
ticular reference to Pharaoh,whom 
God destroyed on purpose to dis- 
play his wrath towards bim, and 
the glory of bis mercy towards his 
peculiar chosen people. And can- 
not God answer these two impor- 
tant ends, by punishing Pharaoh 
and all other impenitent sinners to 
all eternity ? Many seem to imag- 
ine, that God can see no good rea- 
sons for punishing sinners forever; 
but it is easy to conceive, that the 
same reasons, which induced him 
to punish sinners for a time, should 
induce him to punish them forever, 
Why should he be more unwilling 
to show his wrath and make his 
power known in punishing the ves- 
sels of wrath fitted to destruction, 
in another world, than in this ? 
Or why should he be more un- 
willing to make known the riches 
of his glory on the vessels of mer- 
cy, in the world to come, than in 
the present world? Bat if we only 
suppose that God can see as good 
reasons for punishing the ungodly 
ina future state, as he actually 
sees for punishing them in this 
world ; then we must suppose, that 
he will certainly punish them io 


another world, as long as he can 
display bis wrath towards them, 
and his mercy towards the vessels 
of mercy. 

4. God’s actually punishing’sin- 
ners in this world, shows that it is 
consistent with the universal atone- 
ment of Christ, to punish them ac- 
cording to their desert forever.— 
it must be granted that Christ 
made atonement for the sins of the 
whole world, and tasted death for 
every man. But his atonement 
did not alter the nature apd ill-de- 
sert of sin, nor release the sinner 
from sufferifig @bat eternal death 
which the divine” law threatens to 
every transgressor. It only rene 
dered it consistent for God to for- 
give and save penitent believers of 
the gospel. Though Christ suffer- 
ed death in the room of all man- 
kind; yet he did not suffer that 
punishment which they had deserv- 
ed, and which God had threatened 
to inflict upon them. Sinners de- 
serve tc be punished according to 
the threatening of the divine law, 
as much as if Christ had never 
made atonement for them; and of 
consequence, God may, consistent- 
ly with the atonement, make all 
the impenitent and unbelieving 
completely and forever miserable. 
And this appears not only from the 
nature of the atonement, but from 
the fact, that God does actually 
punish sinners in this life, notwith- 
standing Christ died for them: and 
we know that he has constanily 
been punishing mankind, from age 
to age, notwithstanding Christ has 
died for them. Now if Christ’s 
atonement does not render it incon- 
sistent for God to punish singers 
in this life, how can it render it 
inconsistent for him to punish them 
in the life to come? God's actually 
punishing sianers in this life, is in- 
stead of a thousand arguments, t 
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prove that it is consistent with the 
atonement, to punish them ac- 
cording to their desert, forever.— 
Theatonement of Christ, either 
has or has not, removed the guilt 
of sinners. If it has removed 
their guilt, then it is inconsistent 
for God to inflict the least punish- 
ment upon them in this world ; 
but if it has not removed their 
guilt; then it is not inconsistent for 
God to punish them both in this 
world and the next. And since 
God’s conduct proves, that it is 
consistent with the atonement to 
punish them io this life, it equally 
proves, that it is consistent to pun- 
ish them in the life to come. It is 
too absurd for any man to say, that 
itis incensistent with the atone- 
ment of Christ, for God to punish 
sinners in this world ; but it is no 
less absurd to say, that it is incon- 
sistent for God to punish them in a 
futare and eternal world. Every 
argument thatcan be drawn from 
the atonement of Christ, against 
the future and eternal punishment 
ef sinners, stands completely refu- 
ted by the ten thousand instances 
of God’s punishing them in this 
world, 

5. God’s punishing sinners in 
this world, shows that it is consist- 
ent with his desire for their salva- 
iton, to punish them forever. God 
is a being of perfect benevolence ; 
which disposes him to desire the 
happiness, atid regret the misery 
of his creatures, simply consider- 
ed. He loves happiness for its own 
nature, and hates misery for its 
own nature. He takes pleasure in 
bestowing happiness, but not in in- 
flicting pain. Accordingly, he sol- 
emnly declares, “‘ As I live, saith 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked ; but 
that the wicked turn from his way 
and live.’ Ged sincerely desires 


that sinners should be happy both 
in time and eternity, simply consid- 
ered ; but not all things consider- 
ed. His benevolent desire are 
under the direction and influence 
of his unerring wisdom, which sees 
great anc good ends to be answer- 
ed, by actually punishing those, 
who deserve to be punished. This 
we know to be true, from God’s 
conduct in tem thousand instances 
before our eyes. Though God 
does not afflict willingly, yethe does 
afflict ; though he does not punish 
willingly, yet be does punish — 
Though God strove with the old 
world, by the influences of his spir- 
it, tv prevent their awful doom ; 
yet he finally destroyed them.— 
Though God invites sinners to ac- 
cept of mercy ; yet when they dis- 
regard and reject his kind and gra- 
cious offers, he cuts them down as 
cumberers of the ground. God’s 
conduct in punishing sinners in this 
life, demonstrates, that it is con- 
sistent with his desires for their 
present happiness, to panish them 
in this present state. And if it be 
consistent with his desires for the 
happiness of sinners in this world, 
to punish them in this world ; then 
it must be equally consistent with 
his desires of their eternal happi« 
n-s:, to make them, for wise and 
good ends, eternally miserable. — 
Since we all know from plain and 
stubborn facts, that it is really con- 
sistent with God’s perfect benevo- 
lence, to punish sinners in this life; 
we must know, that it is really con- 
sistent with his perfect benevo- 
lence, to punish them forever, in 
the life to come. It is just as 
consistent with divine goodness to 
inflict an eternal, as a temperal pun- 
ishment, upon sinners, when they 
equally deserve both. 

6. God’s punishing sinners in 
this world, shows that he not only 
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may, but certainly will punish the 
finally impenitent forever in a fu- 
tnrestate. Accordingly the apos- 
tle Peter says,‘*Making them,”’that 
is, the inhabitants of the old world, 
and the men of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah ‘ensamples unto those that af- 
ter should live ungodly.” And the 
apostle Jude declares, *‘Sodom and 
Gomorrah are set for an example, 
suffering the vengeance of elernal 
fire.’ It appears from these ex- 

ress declarations, that one end 
God had in view in destroying the 
old world, and the men of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, was to prove the 
certainty of his actually inflicting 
upon the finally impenitent, the 
vengeance of eternal fire. God 
has frequently threatened to cast 
the wicked into hell with the fal- 
len angels. But actions speak 
louder than words ; and for this 
reason, among others, God actually 
punishes sinners in this world, to 
put it beyord the 


doubt, that he certainly will punish 
the finally impenitent eternally.—- 
God is not obliged in point of jus 
tice, to punish any sinner in this 


world ; but he does punish both 
good and bad men in this world, to 
give assurance that he will punish 
the finally impenitent forever. So 
the ape stle Peter plainly intimates 
int ourth chapter of his first 
ep ile, ‘The time is come, says 
ha, that judgment must begin at 
the house of God; and if it first 
begin with us, what shall the end 
be of them that obey not the gos- 
pel ofGod? And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shail the 
ungodly and the sinner appear ?” 
Sincethe apostle repeatedly asserts, 
that it is one design, God hid in his 
view, in punishing men in this 
world, to give them the highest 
possible evidence, that he will cer- 
tainly ciuse them to suffer the ven- 


possibility of 


MAY, 


geance of eternal fire, if they re- 
main finally impenitent ; then it is 
just as certain, that God will eter- 
nally punish those that do not 
eventually obey the gospel, as that 
he has punished the fallen angels 
or the inhabitants of the old world, 
or the men of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, or any other men since that 
day. Ina word, we have an oc- 
cular evidence of the future and 
eternal punishment of the wicked 


REMARKS. 


IfGod’s punishing sinners in 
this world, infallibly proves, that 
le will punish the finally impeni- 
tent forever in the next ; then it 
is easy for every one to sec, that 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation 
is absolutely false and absurd.— 
There are many minor, and some 
great religious errors, that are 
quite plausible, and not easy for 
people in general to discover.— 
But the doctrine of Universal Sal 
vation, is so plainly and visibly 
fulse, that every person is capable 
of seeing its falsehood and absurdi- 
ty. Itis contrary not only to the 
whole current of scripture, but to 
the whole course of Providence 
lt stands condemned by all the 
threatenings of the law, and of the 
gospel ; and by the most solemn 
wad awful dispensations of Provi- 
dence, from the beginning of the 
world to this day. It is — to 
conceive, how God could say any 
thing plainer, than he has said, or 
do any thing better calculated ther mn 
he has done, to convince ever 
person in the workd, that he will 
eternally punish every impenitent 
and incorrigible sinner, Though 
there have been some in the Christ 
ian world for more than fourteen 
hundred years, who have taught 
the pleasing doctrine of Universa: 
Salvation ; yet they have gene: a! 
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ly been very unsuccessful in mak- 
ing proselytes. Though thousands 
and millions have embraced the er- 
ror of Arianism, the error of So- 
cinianism, and the error of Ar- 
minianism ; yet only a few indi- 
yiduals until very recently have 
ever embraced the error of Uni- 
versalism. 
Universalism have frankly ac- 
knowledged. Put it cannot be ac- 
counted for, upon any other sup- 
position, than that of its plain and 
palpable absurdity. God has ex- 
pressly told us, that he will treat 
the finally impenitent in another 
world, as he has actually treated 
them inthis. If thie be trae, then 
every person can clearly see and 
know, that all men will not escape 
the wrath to come ; but some will 
forever suffer with the fallen an- 
gels, whom God has actually cast 
down to hell. Ifthe apostle’s ar- 
gument, which has been illustrated, 
be just, it puts an argument into 
every person’s mouth, to refute a 


Universalist. 


2. If God’s punishing men in 
this world, proves that he will pun- 
ish the finally impenitent forever 
ina futare etate ; then the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation is not only 
filse and absurd, but extremely 
dangerous. {t has a direct and 
powerful tendency to harden the 
hearts and stupify the consciences 
of sinners, who are walking in the 
broad road to ruin. , If they once 
give a listening ear to this fatal de- 
lusion, they become deaf to the 
voice of reason, to the voice 
ofthe gospel, and to the terror of 
the law. They are prepared to 
avoid, to oppose, and reject all 
means of light and conviction, and 
rush on the thick bosses of God’s 
buckler, and trifle with all the mo- 
tives and objects of the eternal 
world. Like the scoffers of old, 
they feel and say ** The Lord will 
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This the advocates of 






not do good, neither will he do 
evil. Let us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we shall die,” and be hap- 
py. This is the fatal effect of a 
full belief of Universal Salvation. 
But when the doctrine is not fully 
believed, and only begets a hope, 
that it may be true, that all men 
will be saved, it has a secret and 
powerful tendency to lull sinners 
into carnal ease and stupidity re- 
specting their spiritual and eternal 
interests. And here, at this day, 
the danger of the doctrine princi- 
ply lies. Though there is not one 
solid argument in favor of Univer- 
sal Salvation : yet there are many 
plausible and sophistical arguments, 
that may be thrown ont which may 
create a hope, that it is possibly 
true. And this hope leads to pre- 
sumption, and then to despair. 

3. If God’s punishing sinners in 
this world, proves that he will pun 
ish the impenitent forever in a fu- 
ture state ; then those whe teach 
the gross and dangerous error of 
Universal Salvation, are criminal 
and inexcusable. ‘They not only, 
as the apostle says, bring destruc- 
tion upon themselves, but upon 
others whom they deceive. Such 
false teachers are extremely crimi 
nal, if they do not believe the doc- 
trine they teach, and there is rea- 
son to think this is often the case. 
And when it is the case, it proves 
them to be guilty of the most per- 
verse falsehood and deception.— 
But if they do believe it, they 
are utterly guilty and inexcusable; 
for they have no right to believe 
it, and itis owingto nothing but 
their love of error, instend ofthe 
truth. God has revealed hiswrath 
from heaven, against those whe 
corrupt his word ; and the apostle 
says, ‘let them be accursed, whe 
preach any other gospel, than he 
preached ?” To'hate and reject 
the plain traths of the gospel, 
























































































































































































406 Confidence 
infinitely criminal, Such persons, 
instead of warning the wicked from 
their way, aid and encourage them 
to continue in their way to ever- 
Jasting ruin. And though they may 
perish, yet their blood will God re- 
quire at their teacher’s and deceiv- 
er’s hands. 

4. If God, by punishing sinners 
in this world, has made it certain, 
that the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation is absolutely false and ex- 
tremely dangerous to the souls of 
men ; then it is kind in ministers 
to preach against, and refute it, 
and guard their hearers against it. 
The preachers of the doctrine pre- 
tend that they do it in kindness,— 
But if it were true, there is no 
great kindness in preaching it; for 
all men are equally safe, whether 
they believe itor not. Bat if it 
be false and fatal; then there is 


kindness in preaching agninst it, 
and guarding men against going 
near those who spread such mortal 


poison. The prophets did this. 
Christ did this. The apostles did 
this. And faithful ministers have 
done it, and been successful. Er- 
ror is destined to fall before truth. 
Let false teachers pass on your 
right hand and left, and say nothing 
to them unless they attack you.— 
And then tell them, God has com- 
manded you to avoid them, and ab- 
solutely refuse to hear strong de- 
susions, lest you should believe a 
lie, and be damned. 

5. If God has by punishing men 
in this life, given the highest pos- 
sible evidence, that he will forever 
punish the impenitent and unbe- 
lieving ; then it is a great mercy, 
that they now have a space for re- 
pentance, and that God is waiting 
to be gracious. This God might 
have denied long ago, and may de- 
ny soon. Now is the only accept- 
edtime. Next year, or the next 
day may be toolate. Let awaken- 
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ed sinners flee immediately from 
the wrath tocome. There will 
soon be a final and awful separa- 
tion between the saved and the lost. 
Are you prepared for the awful 
event? Have you done all that 
you ought to have done, and all 
that you will soon wish you had 
done, to promote your own salva- 
tion, and the salvation of others? 
SENcx. 
-_-—— - 

From the Evangelist, 
CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 
[Continued from page 390.] 

The history of this eveni, and 
the attendant circumstances, as 
they have now been related, will 
furnish us with several important 
lessons of instruction. 

1. The children of Gud have 
no reason for despondency, bow- 
ever appalling the dangers may 
seem, which threaten the Church. 
The trae Israel of God can always 
obtain help from him, ‘* who wor- 
keth and none can hinder.” God 
is ever in the midst of his people, 
ready and willing to help them. 
He may sometimes soffer (hem to 
be surrounded by dangers of the 
most formidable nature and the 
most portentous aspect, in order to 
excite them to daty, or to evince 
his power and faithfulness in their 
deliverance. But God will pro- 
tect the church ; for he has chosen 
her for his “spouse ;” he has 
“graven her upon the palms of his 
hands ;” and he will ever cherish 
her “as the apple of his eye.” — 
Yet “ he will -be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do these things 
for them ;”’ and when they forget 
their dependence on him, he will 
often, in mercy, maltiply their 
dangers, and diminish their earthly 
supports, till they are driven to 
him for help, as their last and only 
resort. But they never will, with 
confidence, apply to him, withou 
finding him a God at band—read 
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and able to deliver them. Such, 
in all these particulars, was the 
case, in the instance which we have 
been considering: and such is of- 
ten the case at the present day.— 
Of the power and dominion of God 
there isnoend. He is the same 
yesterday, to-day and forever.— 
How unreasonuble, then, and even 
impious is it, for the professed 
people of God to indulge despon- 
dency inseasons of danger! Instead 
of desponding they ought to look 
to him for help, and go forward in 
their duty, relying with the fullest 
confidence on his faithfulness and 
ability to succour them. But for 
our further encouragement in going 
forward in duty, this history which 
we have been considering, will 
furnish us with another lesson of 
instruction, viz. 

2. When God aids the labours 
of his people in his service, they 
will find no opposition sufficient to 
hinder this work. By this I do 


not mean that they will meet with 


no opposition. They ought indeed 
toexpect that Satan will oppose 
them with all his forces. The 
powers of darkness will assuredly 
set themselves in array against 
them. The adversary will excite 
the enemies of religion to assume 
a threatening posture—to bid them 
defiance—and to challenge them to 
come on to the combat. ‘* Come 
up unto us,” sai! the Philistines to 
Jonathan, “and we will show you 
a thing.” Such a challenge, how- 
ever, ought not to be considered, 
by those who commence such an 
enterprise, as a matter of discour- 
agement ; but rather, as Jonathan 
and his armour-bearer considered 
it, a token of success. It is the 
peculiar season for God to work, 
when men make void his law.—- 
And the servants of God have al- 
ways reason to conclude, that the 
Lord is with them, when they are 
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derided and threatened by the en- 
emies of religion. When Nehe. 
miah and Ezra rebailt the temple 
of Jerusalem, they would have 
wanted one evidence, that the 
Lord was their helper, had not Sa- 
tan opposed their work. And that 
opposition conducted by Sanballat 
and Tobiah, so far from hindering 
or retarding their work, served ra- 
ther to hasten its progress. For 
such was the increased diligence of 
the workmen, and such the aid 
they received from heaven, that 
they accomplished more in the 
same term of time, than even Sol- 
emon did, with none to oppose 
him. No possible opposition can 
hinder the work of God’s servants, 
when he aids their labours. Who, 
indeed, cam resist the power of 
Omnipotence? He has only to 
speak, and it is done—to command, 
and it stands fast. In the strength 
of the Lord the weakest saint be- 
comes invincible. When God is 
with his children, one can chase a 
thousand, and two can put ten 
thousand to flight. In the case of 
Jonathan and his armour-bearer, 
thirty thousand chariots, six thou- 
sand horsemen, and people without 
number, fled dismayed, and melted 
away before two individuals, who 
had the Lord for their helper.— 
Christian reader, are you not al- 
most persaded to put your trust in 
the Lord, and go forward? Why 
sheuld you hesitate? Are you 
waiting for others to join you in 
the work? If so, the history of 
Jonathan’s enterprise will afford 
you another important lesson of in- 
struction, which, it is hoped, will 
remove that hinderance. And that 
13, 

3. A very small number who 
have confidence in God, may safely 
commence their labour in his ser- 
vice, without waiting for additional 
human aid. Divine assistance may 





408 . Confidence in God. MA\ 


always be obtained in a religious 
enterprise, which God shall ap- 
prove, if no more than two are as 
greed in asking it; and where such 
assistance is obtained, there is no 
necessity of waiting for human aid; 
but we may commence the enter- 
prise immediately. It was upon 
this principle, that Jonathan and 
his armour-bearer acted in the in- 
stance before us. And in this in- 
stance the circumstances were as 
forbidding, as any that could well 
be conceived. What indeed could 
be more so? The army of the Phi- 
listines was immense. The army 
of Saul consisted of only six hun- 
dred men, and those both unarmed 
and disheartened. No assistance 
therefore could be expected from 
them in the commencement of the 
work. If the enterprise were to 
go on, those two must go forward 
in it alone. Whatin such a case 
should be done ? Would not a pru- 
dent man consider it rashness to go 
forward? But the cause in which 
they were engaged, was the cause 
of God: and Jonathan and his asso- 
ciate, unappalled by the appear- 
ance of danger, put themselves 
under the divine protection—-went 
forward to their work, without 
waiting for the aid of their fellow- 
soldiers : and the event showed, 
that the resolution they adopted, 
was the dictate, both of sound wis- 
dom and prudence. It is too gene- 
ral an opinion, among those who 
profess to be the children of God, 
that there can be no religious ref- 
ormation, nnless the whole church 
to which they belong, are ready to 
enter unitediy upon their appro- 


priate work. [a consequence of 


such an opinion, they often wait for 
each other to get ready. If any 
individuals begin to feel the impor- 
tance of doing something for the ia- 


terests of religion and the salvation 
of souls; yet, if they discover in 
their brethren, a tardiness in com- 
ing with them into the work, they 
soou conclude, that nothing can be 
effected ; and, giving up all exer- 
tions, they sink down again them- 
selves into sloth and stupidity.— 
How often ‘is this distressing fact 
verified by experience. But Jon- 
athan and his armour-bearer acted 
not upon a principle like this. Had 
they concluded that nothing could 
be done, till all Israel should come 
to their aid, or even till the cour- 
age of Saul’s little army should be 
revived; the Philistines would 
doubtless have overrun the whole 
country, and that little army, who 
protected their King, woald have 
been utterly destroyed. But these 
servants of God were aware, that 
they had a duty to perform: and 
that duty they must discharge 
themselves, whether others came 
to their aid or not. They there- 
fore went on with their appropri- 
ate work, without stopping to con- 
fer with flesh and blood, and their 
success was complete and glorious. 
And if we will examine the history 
of religious revivals, we shall find 
that they very often commence 
through the apparent influence ol 
the faithful labours of one or two 
individuals. On viewing the deso- 
lutions around them, their eyes al- 
fect their hearts—they begin to 
feel for the afflictions of Zion—they 
see their duty and perform it,with- 
out waiting for others to do theirs 
——the divine blessing follows, and 
their exertions are crowned with 
glorious success. But another in- 
structive lesson which we derive 
from this story of Jonathan and his 
associate, is, 

4. The successful enterprising 
exertions of one, is the most sure 
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tnethod of engaging the exertions 
of others. The enterprise which 
we have been relating, originated 
in the breast of a single individual. 
He suggested it to an intim tte as- 
sociate, Who felt the same inievest 
in the welfare of Isreel, and he 
at once was filled with ardour for 
the same enterprise. Without hes- 
itation they began their work, and 
such was the astonishing success 
—so rapidly did the news of it 
spread through the country—and 
such was its influence upon the 
timid, the disheartened, and the 
treacherous, that, in a few hours, it 
brought to the aid of the servants 
of Ged the whole torce of the na- 
tion of Israel. 

In a manner similar to this, do 
revivals of religion often com- 
mence ard go forward. The work 
is begun by the active zeal of one 
ortwo individuals. At once the 
disheartened, who had felt that 


nothing could be done with effect, 


are encouraged; the timid, who 
had hidden themselves both from 
the friends and eneihies of Zion, 
areemboldened to take their stand 
among the servants of God; the 
treacherous backslider, who had 
openly gone over tothe world and 
its iniquities, is alarmed at his de- 
fection, and reclaimed to his duty : 
and; behold, in a very short time, 
the whole church, united in one 
formidable phalanx under the 
great Captain of salvation, are 
moving forward “from conquering 
and to conquer.” Their success is 
complete - their triumphs are glo- 
rious—distant churches hear the 
glad tidings and rejoice—and «ll 
heaven is filled with new 
of rapturous praise to God 
And now, Christian readers, are 
you not desirous of seeing all these 
things occur among you! Who 
then is ready to make the begin- 
ning? Where is the Jonathan and 
51 
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his armour-bearer, who are willing 
to commence the glorious enter- 

rise? Do you, as aa individual, 
feel that something must be done ; 
but fear that you can find none to 
engage with yon im the work! Go 
to your most intimate Christian 
brother— suggest your feelings to 
him—engage him as your associate 
and when you 
have committed your cause to God, 
go forward and make a beginning 
—It may be, that the Lord will 
work for you: for there is no re- 
straint to the Lord to save by many 


or by few.” [Cunclitded.] C. Y. 


in the enterprise : 


seltpeiie 
From the Christian Mirror. 
SUPPORT MINISTERS 
METHODIST CONNEXION. 


oF IN 

Mr. Cummings—I was about to 
give a statement on this subject 
when I read in the Mirror an an 
swer tothe question, “ Do Meth- 
odist Ministers -preach for noth- 
ing?” The accuracy of that st. te- 
ment, as far as it goes, will be de- 
nied by no person of integ?ity, and 
of acquaintance with the Method- 
ist discipline. But your vouchers 
may not be satisfactory to all your 
readers. There may lark in the 
public mind a suspicion, that igno- 
fance or prejudice has led them 
into some unintentional misrepre- 
sentation. In many places, es- 
pecially in the country, the im- 
pression is very deeply fixed in the 
minds of many, that the Methodist 
ministers ‘do preach for nothing,’ 
ornextto nothing Andl am con- 
fident, that a very large majority 
of the lay members in that connex- 
ion, have never read, «nd under- 
stood, their own rules, relative to 
the support of their preachers.— 
Charity requires this conclusion, 
so far as I am able to judge from 
my limited acquaintance with 
them: it being the only conclusion 
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favourable to their veracity. For 
these re: sons among others, per- 
haps the following extracts from 
their Discipline may not be super- 
fluous. "They are made from the 
twenty-second edition, published at 
New-York, 1824. 

“The annual allowance of the 
travelling preachers shall be one 
hundred dollars, »nd their travel- 
fing expenses.” p. 171. 

“The dint Unineies of the 
wives of travelling preachers shall 
be one hundred dollars.” ‘The only 
exception to this provision, is one 
of very limited operation, and of 
short continuance. ib. 

“ Each child of a travelling 
preacher shall be allowed sizteen 
dollars annually, to the age of 
seven years, und twenty-four dol- 
lars annually, from the age of seven 
to fourteen years.” ib. 

“ Those preachers whose wives 
are dead shall be allowed for each 
child annually a sum sufficient to 
pay the board of such child or 
children during the above term of 
years.” The only exception to this 
rule, is the case of such children of 
preachers, as “are provided for by 
other means, in their circuits re- 
spectively.” pp. 171, 172. 

“The allowance of superannu- 
cted, worn out, and supernumerary 

reachers shall be one hundred dol- 
te annually.” 

The “ wives” of such prevchers 
receive the same sum. And this sum 
is received by the “widows” of 
such preachers, »nd also by ‘‘the 
widows of travelling” preachers. 
p- 172. 

Also, ‘the orphans” of all these 
preachers shall be allowed by the 
annual conferences, if sonpitie, by 
such means as they can devise, 
sixteen dollars annually,” ib. 

Thus, Mr. Editor, it is obvious 
that no bedy of ministers in our 
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country, are better provided for, as 
to, temporal support, than those 
who travel in the Methodist con- 
nexion. Their salary, for it ean 
be nothing else, is for kife. The 
same is fact in regard to their 
wives. Provision is mde for their 
children, until an age when they 
can, ordinarily, support themselves. 
If left motherless, the children are 
to receive the undefined “sum suf- 
ficient to pay their board.” 

Now, were this all the provision 
made for Methodist Ministers, and 
their families, their pecuniary cir- 
cumstances would be, taking into 
the account their whole life, prefer- 
able to those of very many, if not a 
large majority of Congregational 
preachers. While unmarried, the 
support of a Methodist travelling 
preacher is not merely $100, and 
his travelling expenses, but this 
with his board and horsekeeping, 
&c. wherever he | boars. The 


whole cannot be less than $200.— 
When married, it becomes £300 ; 
and if he chooses to earry his wife 
with him, it is at least, as much 
more, as the expenses of her board 
In this case, his salary may be es- 


timated at $350. It will not re- 
quire many children to increase it 
to $400; nor a large family, to 
swell the whole amount to $450. 
To this amount there must be 
added as much as $100, we should 
suppose within bounds, for ‘fuel 
and table expenses,” and the 
“preacher’s house,” and ‘“furni- 
ture.” For it ig made the duty of 
stewards to “furnish fuel and table 
expenses for the family or families 
of the preachers stationed with 
them.” p. 179. And no doubt, a 
“house,” and “at least, heavy furs 
nitare,” is ‘furnished according to 
the advice of the General Confer- 
ence.” p. 177. If we now add $100 
for these several expenses to the 
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former sum, we have for the salary 
of a traveling Methodist preacher, 
who has a wife and five or six 
ehildren, $550. Deduct $50 when 
his wife does not travel with 
him, «nd thus obtain her board, 
and the round sum is still $500. 

And it ought to be observed, 
that this sum 1s better than $600, 
as generally received by a Congre- 
pational minister ; for it is all paid 
within the year, if not guarterly.— 
pp. 173, 176, &e. I mean nothing 
invidious by this comparison; I 
only wish to state facts as they are. 
And it is a fact beyond dispute, 
with few exceptions, throughout 
the sphere of my observation, and I 
presume tenfold more extensively, 
that the value of the salary of a 
Congregational minister is dimin- 
ished more than one sixth, by a 
want of punctuality in the payment. 
Besides—while a Congregational 
minister must often struggle with 
all the embarrassments, arising 
from a want of the punctual pay- 
ment of his salary ; it is made “ the 
duty of those who have the charge 
of circuits,” “to see that the oth- 
er preachers reant nothing.” p. 38. 

As to the contingencies to which 
the salary of acircuit preacher is 
subject, they are ¢we, but probably 
have no effect but seldom. The 
first is, when a preacher “might, in 
the judgment of the annual confer- 
ence, have obtained his full quar- 
terage, if he had applied for it,” 
where he has laboured. p, 176.— 
The other is, when “the respective 
allowances are not raised as pro- 
vided for,” in which case the 
chureh is “ not accountable for the 
deficiency, as in a case of debt.” — 
1b. But will the conference em- 
ploy more preachers than they er- 
pect to be able to pry? In short, 
can it be supposed, that either 
these contingencies can affect one 
preacher in a thousand ? 


of 
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The respective allowances” of 
Methodist travelling preachers are 
raised from various sources : ‘week- 
ly collection in the several classes,’ 
pp. 76,77; ‘quarterly collection 
in the classes, and public collec- 
tions, if need be,’ p. 39 ; ‘a yearly 
collection if the circuit, and if ex- 
pedient, a quarterly one,’ p. 173 ; 
‘a public collection at every annual 
and general conference,’ p. 175; 
‘ Charter fund, and Book coucern.; 
ib. and so on. These collections 
are made by Class-Leaders, 
Preachers, &c. and of course are 
less likely to interfere with each 
ether than if made by one man ; 
see the pages already referred to. 
The whole amount from all those 
sources, cannot be a small sum.— 
The junction of many small 
streams, forms a large river. 

I say little of what are termed 
local preachers. They have an 
allowance in given cases.” pp. 188, 
18¥9. But itisto be remembered, 
that they are not devoted to the 
work of the ministry, and have no 
pastoral care ; but may labour in 
any lawful occupation, every day 
in the week. 


I wish to conclude this paper, 
with several questions for the con- 
sideration of the readers of the 
Mirror. 


1. Has a travelling Methodist 
minister any ground for worldly 
anxieties, to divert his mind from 
his official work ? 

Has a wife of sach a preach- 
er, any plausible reasons to tempt 
her husband to neglect hig minis- 
terial work, “ and serve tables ?’”’ 

3. Is not the prosperity of the 
Methodist church, in part, at 
least, to be attributed to the perfect. 
ly competent support of her preach- 
ers? 

4. Ilas not the Congregational 
church an equal right to support 
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her ministers, and without molesia- 
tron ? 

When Methodist preachers 
denounce Congreg::tional ministers 
as hirelings, because they have a 
sciury, do they not condemn them- 
selves ? 

But I forbear. The Methodist 
church isto be commended for the 
care she takes of her ministers; 
and she shall be commended. She 
is worthy. And other denomina- 
tious, in order to become equally 
worthy in this thing, must 
their ministers what will be an 
equally competent support, for life. 
And ifthey proceed according toa 
priaciple among the Methodists, 
they may take their own way, to 
raise the requisite sums. Disci. p. 
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For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 


A NOVEL PROPOSITION, WITH ITS 
EGITIMATE INFERENCES. 

Though dreams and visions have 
been publicly discarded by a con- 
siderable portion of the Christian 
public for some years past ; yet the 
spirit that led peaple to believe 
and follow them has not yet left the 
earth. It has of late manifested 
itself in the very plausible and de- 
ceitful form, of prying for spiritual 
blessings, without submission to the 
divine sovercignty. Mankind have 
always manifested a desire to be- 
come religious, if they could, with- 
out unconditional submission to 
the absolute sovereignty of their 
holy Creator. Accordingly, to 
subvert or conceal this troth, has 
ever been « leading object in false 
teaches, and a prominent feature 
in every false scheme of religion. 
To secure this object, and dispose 
‘the moltitade” to become relig- 
ious, a very plausible method has 
of late been adopted. It consists 
in the application of the particular 
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promises given to those who hag 
the power of working miracles, to 
all mankind, and in explaining th« 

divine promises in general, so as to 
establish in substance, the follow- 
ing proposition; God regards the 
spuritual glory and interests of 
mankind so much more than he does 
his own, that he sincerely desires, all 
things considered, to give every spir- 

itual blessing. especially etergal life, 

to all those who desire to be saved 
from hell, and has accordingly 


‘bound himself by an absolute prom- 


ise, to grant every such blessing just 
according to our wishes, on the si:n- 
ple condition of “taking him at his 
word,’’ or sincerely believing this 
prgpestiven. Or, as it has been 
sid by some who are more plausi- 
ble and subtle still, ‘‘ God is glori- 


fied only, or chiefly, in the bestow- 


ment of his mercy and grace ; 
which will do as well and perhaps 
better, provided it is esserted or Im- 
plied that he desires to bestow his 
mercy and grace agreeably to the 
wishes of human beings. This 
view of the divine character and 
promises is probably not very far 
from being the first principle of a 
late theory culled the “ prayer of 
fuith,” which is said by some, to 
give those who adopt it, such great 
power to move the world. And in 
the light of the above proposition, 
it is much easier to account for the 
fact that many “ moralists, infidels, 
Universalists, and aged and con- 
firmed Roman C «tholics” have 
been converted to this kind of re- 
ligion, than to account for the fact, 
that no more such persons have 
been converted to it. It is not so 
strange that a revival should con- 
tinue long, as it is that it should 
ever stop. The above proposition 
will reflect light upon several other 
subjects. 

First. From the light of the 
proposition, it.is easy to see the 
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truth and propriety of an expre: 
sion which I have frequently be al 
made of late, both in pryer and on 
other occasions, ““O Lord, we have 
nothing to do with thy purposes” 
Sinners need not now believe them, 
nor love them, nor fear them, nor 
submit to them. And in the light 
of this proposition, it will follow 
also, that we have nat only nothing 
todo with the divine purposes, but 
with the divine threatenings and 
predictions, at least which 
are unfavor: ble to human interests, 
ar indeed with any thing which 1s 
inconsistent with a supreme regard 
to ourselves and friends. 

Secondly. From this proposition, 
itis also easy to see, that it is wrong 
and absurd to say in prayer to God 
for spiritual blessings, “not my will 
but thine This phrase- 
ology implies that God may possi- 
bly be unwilling to give us 
spiritual we design for 
ourselves and others, which will 
subvert our view of his promises, 
and impeach our view of his char- 
acter. 


those 


be done.” 


every 
blessing 


Such phraseology expresses 
unbelief in divine promises, 
_iswrong. We ought sure- 
as God feels ; and if he 
wishes, «ll things considered, to 
rratity all our spirituwl desires, and 
1S unwilling r to deny us in any In- 
we “ought to be absolutely 
unwilling to be denied, and boldly 
claim what we desire; or, as it 
has been boldly said and bublish- 
ed, we ought to pray “as though 
we cannot be denied.”’ 

Thirdly. This proposition shows 
the propriety, safety, and 
tance, of praying and 
‘for a definite object ;”’ 


course 


ly to tee | 


stance 


impor- 

agonizing 
or, 1n other 
words, of selecting individuals 
praying for their conversion by 
name, and in their presence, just 
as though we could not und < would 
not be denied. In the light of this 
subject, there is now 


and 


no possible 
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danger of praying for, and before 
sinners, in the same manner, and 
with the same spirit in which they 
pray for themselves. Only let the 
‘prayer of faith” be made for them, 
and they are just as safe from all 
danger respecting a false hope, and 
final ruin, as though they were al- 
ready in heaven. And we have 
numerous facts which demonstrate 
the grext advantage of this kind of 
praying, overthe old way. Ten 
times, if not fifty times, as many 
sinners may be converted by 
means of this method of praying, in 
the same space of time, as have 
been, by the old method of praying 
and preaching. Here it isto be 
feared lies the secret of the late 
astonishing success in promoting 
revivals of religion. This appears 
not only fiom fact. but from the 
confession of some of the promoters 
ofthem. In the account of a late 
revival at , It is said, ‘‘ Direc- 
tions were given to pray for a defi- 
nile object—for the influences of 
the Spirit to revive Christians, and 
convert sinners. There was such 
a wrestling and agony in prayer, 
as we had never before witnessed. 
They (Christians) prayed as 
though they could not be denied. 
In little praying circles, interces- 
sions were made for individuals by 
name. Indeed, the great instru- 
ment in this glorious work has been 
prayer.’ In the account of anoth- 
er late revival it is said, ‘ Christ- 
ians in these prayer-meetings have 
prayed for particular individuals ; 
and remarkable instances of con- 
ersion have apparently occurred 
in answer to such prayers. Our 
prayer-meetings have been the 
greatest means of the conversion of 
souls, especially those in which 
brothers and sisters have prayed to- 
ther. IfGod has honoured any 
among us, it has been 
have been informed by 


otinad 
meetings 


these.’’ I 
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an active instrument in late revi- 
vals, that “the secret of bringing 
sinners to submit, lies in convinc- 
ing them, that you have an ever- 
whelming desire for their salva- 
tion.” Many persons of late have 
been interrupted while praying, 
because they would not pray for 
particular persons in this manner. 
And if the proposition above stat- 
ed is correct, why should we fear 
any danger from the sympathy and 
expectation which such prayer is 
adapted to excite in the minds of 
sinners? Or why should we fea 
that sinners will be led to think 
they have become saints, before 
they are so in reality, merely be- 
oause saints manifest a supreme de- 
sire for their salvation, which 
they already have for themselves ? 
Why fear any danger from the 
great adversary of God and men? 
Why should any unbelieving fear 
and expectation be expressed that 
any ‘‘ supposed conversions” are 
spurious? Since, according to the 


above stated proposition, God has 
bound himself to give every spirit- 
ual blessing which any person asks 


for in faith; if but one prayer be 
made in faith, all spiritual danger 
of this kind will be removed with- 
out delay. Why not then adopt a 
method of praying, which actual 
experiment has proved to be so 
much superior to the old method ? 

Fourthly. In the light of this 
proposition, it is easy to see that 
ministers may all be dismfssed, as 
of no more use. Mankind can 
now all be got into heaven, as easi- 
ly asa Roman Catholic can get his 
friend prayed out of purgatory, and 
al much less expense. A single 
person may now ask in faith for 
the salvation of all the world, or 
for a high degree of holiness in all 
men, and “ it shall be accerding to 
his faith.” Of coygge there is now 
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no more need of supporting minis- 
ters. 

Indeed, it is impossible at pres- 
ent, even to conjecture the whole 
advantage of this scheme. A per- 
son who has embraced it, is as 
‘‘wealthy as a south sea dream.” — 
It opens a new era to the church. 
it is really strange that all former 
“‘ministers and churches have been 
so much in the dark,” and have let 
any person in the world perish 
when they have had the same prom- 
ises that are so much better un- 
derstood by the present generation 

Ss. C 
ctehlghins 

Drén,in Attleborough, Mass. on the 
ist of March, Mrs. Lecy Movurtoyx, 
relict of Dea. Chases Moulton, of Reho 
The 
following is an extract from the Sermon, 
preached at her funeral. 


both, in the 61st year of her aze. 


You will not think it too much 
for me to say, thet the mother in 
Israel, whose precious remains we 
are about to commit to the house 
appointed for all living, exhibited 
much evidence that she was a 
true believer im Christ. ‘This evi- 
dence she exhibited, by owning 
Christ before mer, witnessing 4 
good confession of her faith in 
him, and, for the space of more 
than twenty-six years, walking, in 
an eminent degree, in all his com- 
mandments and ordinances, ‘There 
was something peculiar and strik- 
ing in the relation which she gave 
of the exercises of her mind, at the 
time she first entertained a hope o! 
an interest in Christ. After a 
season of mental distress, arising 
from a sense of her sinfuiness and 
exposure to eternal death, she be- 
came calm, and indulged a hope, 
that she had passed from death un- 
to life. But soon after indulging 
this hope, ehe was, one day, look 
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ing upon the little charge, which 
God hid committed to her, and 
said to herself, ‘‘ These children 
have immortal souls, like my own, 
which roust be sanctified and sav- 
ed through Christ, or be lost for- 
ever. They are dependant upon 
God for a new heart; and it rests 
with him, whether to make them 
vessels of mercy, or vessels of 
wrath, and to prepare them for 
glory, or fit them for destruction. 
He pas a sovereign right to do 
which he sees most for his own 
glory. Suppose he should see it 
fitand necessary to glorify his jus- 
tice in their destruction; could | 
Her heart said, No; 
and she gave up her hope. Iler 
returned, and contin- 
ued, until she felt willing to resign 
not only her children, but herself, 
inconditionally, to the holy and 
sovereign disposal of Him, who 
hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will he har 
deneth. After mentioning this, it 
searcely needs be said, that she 
embraced, and adhered, as long 
as she lived, to those peculiar and 
essential principles of the gospel, 
which have been called the doc- 
trines of grace. She was ever 
best pleased, when she heard those 
doetrines the most plainly and ful- 
ly preached. Her views of divine 
truth were clear and discriminat- 
ing, and her growth in knowledge 
kept progress with her growth in 
grace. It may truly be said, that 
she adorned the doctrine of God 
our Saviour, which is ‘ a doctrine 
accotding to godliness.’ She was 
of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is, in the sight of God, of great 
price. In all the relatiens of life, 
she was remarkably faithful and 
true, feeling and affectionate, kind 
and benevolent. Under affliction, 
of which she hada large share, 
she manifested sign: 


acquiesce : 


distress 


1 patience and 
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submission to the will of God.— 
Though early deprived of her just- 
ly beloved and highly valued hus- 
band, and bereaved of a promising 
son, and of two amiable and ae- 
complished daughters,whose bright 
prospects were suddenly darkened 
by the night of death, and whose 
remains sleep in a far distant re- 
gion ; yet she was never heard to 
murmur, or to call in question the 
wisdom or goodness of that Pro- 
vidence, without which not a spar- 
row falls. Ter trust in God re- 
mained unshaken and entire. 

But few, in a similar station, 
have exhibited a character more 
conformable to the apostle’s direc- 
tion, ‘‘ Even so must their wives be 
grave, not slanderous; sober, faith- 
ful in all things.” Her life was 
indeed, a pattern of female excel- 
lence. And as she lived, so she 
died. Her decline towards the 
grave, under a weight of infirmity 
and sorrow, was gradual and 
calm, like the setting of the sun; 
and we doubt not, her end is 
peace. 
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Extract of a letter from Rev. President 
Humphrey, of Amherst College, to a 
gentleman now in this city, dated 
April 27, 1827. 
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The Lord has at length-appear- 
ed for us, and is now working 


mightily in this Seminary. It ts 
scarcely two weeks since the little 
cloud appeared no bigger than a 
man’s hand. ; 


Not more than nine or ten days 
since, the first instance of hope oc- 
curred, and now between twenty 
and thirty students give some evi- 
dence of having passed from death 
unto life! [tis the Lord’s doing, 
and marvellous in our eyes. A 
considerable number are in deep 
waters, and othf@s are beginning 


to inouire 
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The Academy is sharing in this 
blessed shower, and several are 
rejoiciog there. And why, my 
dear Sir, should not all these dear 
youths be brought into the king- 
dom of Christ at this time? What 
we most want, is earnest, persever- 
ing prayer. Nothing can stand 
before prayer, and nothing will 
avail without it. Pray for us, 
therefore, and engage all the 
fiiends of the Redeemer to pray, 
that not one may be left in impeni- 
tence and unbelief. 

Glorious things, you know, God 
is doing in Pittsfield. A letter re- 
ceived to-day informs me, that it 
is expected from 2 to 300 will 
unite with the church at the next 
communion. I expect, if the Lord 
will, to spend the vacation there, 
helping brother Bailey gather in 
the mighty harvest.—N. Y. Obs. 





A correspondent writes, “ There 
is some religious attention at Tiv- 
erton, R.1. We have had five or 
six hopeful conversions, recent!y.”’ 





ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 

1827, February 21. Ordained, Rev. 
Witiram Pai..tips, as pastor of the 
Baptist Church in Attleborongh, Mass, 
Sermon by Rev. David Benedict of Paw- 
tucket. 

1827. February 28. Installed, Rev. 
President HomPuReEY, as pastor of the 
College Church, Amherst, Mass. 

1877. February °8. Installed, Rev. 
Wittiam R. Gorp, as pastor of the 
Cong. Church, Farmington, Con. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Mr. Hart of Plymouth. 

1827. March 7. Ordained, Rev. Wm. 
W. Houwt,as pastor ofthe Cong. Church, 
Amherst, Mass. Sermon by Rey. Al- 
fred Ety, of Monson. 

POETRY, 
THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEQUS. 
This place is holy ground, 

World, with thy cares, a vay ! 

Silence and darkuess reign around, 





Poetry—Ordinations and Iustaliations. MAY, 


But, lo! the break of day ; 
What bright and sudden dawn appears 
To shine upon this scene of tears ? 
’Tis not the morning light, 
That wakes the lark to sing ; 
Tis not the meteor of the night, 
Nor track of angel’s wing ; 
It is an unereated beam, 
Like that which shone on Jacob’s dream 


Eternity and Time 
Met for 4 moment here ; 

From earth to heaven in scale sublime 
Rested on either sphere, 

Whose steps a saintly figure trod, 

By death’s cold hand led home to God 


He landed in our view, 
» Midst flaming hosts above; 

Whose ranks stood silent, while he drew 
Nigh to the throne of love, 

And meekly took the lowest seat, 

Yet nearest his Redeemer’s feet. 


Thrill’d with exstatic awe, 
Entranced our spirits fell, 
And saw—yet wist not what they saw ; 
And heard—no tongue can te)! 
What sounds the ear of rapture cavzht, 


What glory fill’d the eye of thought. 


Thus far above the pole, 
On wines of mountain fire, 

Faith may pursue the enfranchised soul, 
But soon her pinions tire; 

It is not given to mortal man 

Eternal mysteries to scan. 


Behold the bed of death ; 


This pale and lovely clay; 
Heard ye the sob of parting breath ' 
Marked ye the eye's last ray? 
No ;—life so sweetly ceased to be. 

It lapsed in immortality. 


Conld tears revive the dead, 
Rivers should swell our eyes ; 
Could sighs recal the spirit fled, 
We would not quench our sighs, 
Till love returned this altered mein, 
And all the embodied soul were seep 


Bory the dead:—and weep 
In stillness o'er the loss; 
Bury the dead ;—in Christ they sleep, 
Who lov’d on earth his cross, 
And from the grave their dust shall rix 
In his own image to the skies. 
Montcomery. 
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